64 Yoginis

The legend of Sri Andal is fascinating and al-
S0 gives one the opportunity to inquire wide
to understand the Godhead as it were just
like the simple girl Andal explored around
and understood depth of life and splendours
of living. Thiruppavai is not just a hymn but
as a view of the world as the youngster saw
while growing.

Our Andal project looked at Thiruppavai itself
in right earnest to understand the inner as-
pects of the cryptic poetry, expanded it to
look at other Goddesses of the world and
came back to look at the legendary yoginis!

— Thothathri Raman




Female form of worship has been a popular across the
world! In the previous year’s Thiruppavai season files, |
had shared the feminine Gods from across the world in
Facebook. In this season, we are going to explore the sto-
ry of 64 yoginis or popularly known as “chaunsat yoginis”
in North India. Yogini is the feminine form of a renunciate
seeker popular in the Hindu and Buddhist pantheon of
spiritual Gurus. “Yogi” is male, “Yogini” is female and
“Yogin” is neutral gender applicable to both the genders.
In common Hindu belief system Yoginis associated more
with Saivaite traditions than the Vaishnavite traditions
even though the Female seekers are not that common in
both the traditions. In the current context however, the
Yoginis being referred to are all worshipped as Deities and
almost all are considered manifestation of Parvati the con-
sort of Lord Shiva.

Being the First day of the Month of Margazhi we begin by
describing the temples and the deities associated with this
form of classification of the belief system. Sri Andal the
composer of these 30 celestial songs is not considered as
an Yogini in the strict sense of the term though calling her
with the Title seem appropriate as Vaishanavite tradition
in fact recommends that the highest form of seeking can
come only when you have fulfilled all the ethereal obliga-
tions ordained to man. The system recommends that to
attain salvation a person needs to go through the four
stages of life or “ashramas” namely The four ashramas
are: Brahmacharya (student), Grihastha (householder), Va
naprastha (forest walker/forest dweller),

and Sannyasa (renunciate) . In this Grihastharam is con-
sidered to be lofty one and Sri Andal had passed through
this phase also and become one with the God, thus skip-
ping the other two steps to attain the salvation or union
with God.

Yogini, 10th century Chola dynasty, =
Tamil Nadu, India. From the
Smithsonian Institution.

Yogini temples are simple compared
to typical Indian temples, without
the usual towers, gateways and elab-
orate carvings that attract scholarly
attention
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The Chausath Yogini Temple (64-Yogini Temple) of Hira-
pur, also called Mahamaya Temple, is 20 km outside Bhu-
baneswar, the capital of Odisha state of Eastern India. It is
devoted to the worship of the yoginis, auspicious goddess-
like figures. The extant temples are either circular or rec-

66U WIS Sl 6u DS T8 MeiT! tangular in plan; they are scattered over central and north-
BTLDBLOLITENEIES &S _ . ern India in the states of Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh,
QELY RIS oe& s eaaferm! LmbeLgier and Odisha. Lost temples, their locations identified from
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BTl menevBmyg ’. ' - ’ - across the subcontinent, from Delhi in the north and the
W WILQL(DBSHTD; L6VFLGIBMLDULGGUITLD; border of Rajasthan in the west to Greater Bengal in the
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east and Tamil Nadu in the south.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Uttar_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhya_Pradesh
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Rajasthan
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tamil_Nadu
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The Temples of 64 Yoginis

Chausath Yogini temple is in Mitaoli village Gwallior

India's major shrines of the 64 Yoginis (Chausathi Jogan) are

in Odisha and Madhya Pradesh. Alexander Cunningham visited
and described them in the 19th century for the Archaeological
Survey of India, and they were then largely forgotten. In

1986, Vidya Dehejia recorded that the shrines were "remote and
difficult of access", scarcely explored for a hundred years, and
frequented by dacoits, gangs of robbers, who used the temples
as places of refuge unknown to the authorities. The well-
preserved Chausathi Yogini Temple at Hirapur was only rediscov-
ered in 1953, despite its proximity to the Bhubaneshwar temple

site,

Courtesy Wikipaedia


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Odisha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Madhya_Pradesh
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alexander_Cunningham
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeological_Survey_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Archaeological_Survey_of_India
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Vidya_Dehejia
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dacoit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Chausathi_Yogini_Temple_(Hirapur)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_temples_in_Bhubaneswar
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THE 64 YOGINIS

In the Hindu religion Yoginis are females credited with magical powers (Kinsley
287). The history surrounding the yoginis is scarce and can vary from source to
source. Consensus is that the cult first appeared around the sixth to seventh
century (Gadon 33). The cult did not begin to thrive however, until the ninth
century and stayed fairly popular through to the twelfth century (Gadon 33).
According to the scholar Vidya Dehejia, the roots of Yogini worship are outside
the normal orthodox Brahmanical traditions. The Yogini traditions are tantric
in nature and therefore have strong connections to rural and tribal traditions
(Donaldson 617).

Courtesy : http://www.mahavidya.ca/2010/02/11/the-64-yoginis/
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The Temples of 64 Yoginis

The Varanasimahatmya of the Bhairavapradurbhava describes
ceremonies of worship involving singing and dancing in the yogi-
ni temple at Varanasi. On the Chausathi Ghat, Chausath Yogini
Temple is one of the highly revered pilgrimage sites in Varanasi.
Dedicated to Goddess Kali, the temple gets huge number of pil-
grims every day. The Kashikhanda section of the Skandapurana,
which narrates the myth of the arrival in disguise of the 64 yogi-
nis in Varanasi, states that worship can be simple, since the yogi-
nis only need daily gifts of fruit, incense, and light.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sacred_dance
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skandapurana
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The 64 Yogini Temples are mainly concentrated around
the Northern India with just one temple dedicated to
the Yoginis in Kanchaipuram in Tamil Nadu as Tantric
form of worship was not widely prevalent in the south-

ern part of India. According to a wiki insert “Hindu tantric
practices were secret. However, texts from c. 600 AD describe

esoteric rituals, often linked to cremation grounds. Female prac-
titioners of Hindu tantrism, also called yoginis, were seen as em-

bodying the superhuman yoginis.
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The Temples of 64 Yoginis

10.

WRONAM BRwN-

How many of these Yogini names you are fa-

miliar with?

Vijaya
Mangala
Rudra
Dhrti
Santi
Siva
Ksama
Siddhi
Tupti
Uma
Pusti
Sri
Siddhi

. Rau

Dipta
Kanti
Yasa
Laksmi
Tévarl

Vriddhi

. Saketi
; Jayavati

25
24.
25:
26.

27
28.

30.
31.
32.

22

5.
34.
35.
36.

37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43,

Brahmi
Jayanti
Aparajita
Ajita
Manasi
Kheta

. Diti

Maya
Mahamaya
Kriya
Arundhati
Ghanta
Karna
Sarpabhisani-
raudra
Kalini
Mayuri
Raudri
Mohani
Ratilalasa
Vimala
Gauri

44.
45.
40.
47.
48.
49.
50.

51.
52.
3.
54.
33
56.
5 43
58.

59.
60.
6l.
62.
63.

64.

Saraoyz'l
Kasiki
Mati
Durga
Surupa
Sivariipini
Ripuha
Ambika
Carcika
Surapujita
Vaivasvati
Kaumari
Mahesvari
Vaisnpavi
Mahalaksmi
Kartiki
Kausiki
Sivadiiti
Siva
Camunda
Karnika
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Yantras are used for the worship of deities in temples or at

23I'd De(}embel' 2021 home; as an aid in meditation; used for the benefits given by

their supposed occult powers.
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The Yogini tradition derives primarily from the Saivaite

form of worship with the central figure being Parvati the

LIM& T 8 consort of Lord Shiva. Though the worship is associated
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LD TEUTUILI 6T [H & T6m 60T, LO6VEVE [FLOML_LQ U . . . . .
5.6 T6) G560 66076 O\ 63T.0UIB LD G 6l 6 B Teh the Tantric practices. There is for instance Lakshmi the

SHAUTEEIRTDTTTLHS®GETEMETIOLITEUTL consort of Lord Vishnu in the 64 Yoginis listing.
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The Temples of 64 Yoginis

Bedeghat Yogini temple: courtesy-Wikiwand

The depiction of
Devi is unique and
lifelike in the Yogni-
ni temples, sharp
and clear their ren-
dering by sculptors
even though some
of these could take
the shape of fear-
some feminine
forms complete
with weapons,
blood soaked sev-
ered heads of de-
mons as seen in

Kali Temples
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The Temples of 64 Yoginis

The architecture of Yogni tem-

ples is almost always circular
with the respective ironic rep-
resentations located next to
each other with their own
chambers or places.

The Yogini temple at
Mitaoli, on a rocky
hilltop, open to the
sky.

A Shaiva cult of yo-
ginis flourished
roughly between
700 and 1200. It is
documented in the Brahmayamalatantra scripture. Non-yoginis
consulted yoginis in "visionary, transactional encounters". The
cult led to the building of stone temples from the 10th to per-
haps the 13th centuries, across the Indian subcontinent.



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Indian_subcontinent
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FHMESICHTATTaeMGLBSBleTWOMILEG feat a demon. These Joginis were then given their place in the temple. They
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well known by the name of Ekattarso Temple.
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The Temples of 64 Yoginis

From around the 10th century, Yoginis appear in groups, often of
64. They appear as goddesses, but human female adepts

of tantra can emulate "and even embody" these deities, who can
appear as mortal women, creating an ambiguous and blurred
boundary between the human and the divine. Yoginis, divine or
human, belong to clans; in Shaiva, among the most important are
the clans of the 8 Mothers (matris or matrikas). In later Tantric
Buddhism, dakini, a female spirit able to fly, is often used synony-
mously with yogini. The scholar Shaman Hatley writes that the ar-
chetypal yogini is "the autonomous Sky-traveller (khecari)", and
that this power is the "ultimate attainment for the siddhi-seeking
practitioner". Source: Wikipedia



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Yogini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tantra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Matrika
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dakini
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shaman_Hatley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Siddhi
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The buffalo-headed Vrishanana Yogini image stolen, smuggled to France, and recovered to India

The isolated locations of the yogini temples and the extraordi-
nary details of the statutes located in these were tempting for
looters. For instance the 10th century buffalo-headed Vrishanana

L& L 13 yogini was stolen from a museum in Uttar Pradesh and smuggled
L Terf] 6076w ITLLI65 6T0T L0 60T LI QLI T GVITS 8585600 6015 to France and later identified and recovered from a collector of
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LN 6IT60) 6T & 6T6T6L 6V MTIB LD LIMTE0 6 &> & 6T LD L 8 8 TIT artefacts. yogini statues have been turned from religious images

S%gﬂgﬁgﬁﬁﬁgﬁ#&%&%ﬂ%mﬂm”u._l to artworks to be looted, smuggled, purchased, and collected in
G6TeTH G IEGmLBSBITLTCS the western world
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The Temples of 64 Yoginis

The idea of researching and knowing about 64 yoginis emanated
from a visit not so long ago to the beautiful ancient temple and
architectural clusters of Khajuraho in Madhya Pradesh. A chance
encounter with a three wheeler driver led us to this extraordi-
nary temple sites located atop a small elevation not far from
the main cluster of 21 temples discovered about a century ago
which have become globally famous for their sensual figures and
breathtaking architecture. The yogini temple is the oldest tem-
ple on the site.

It is rectangular, unlike the other yogini temples, but like them is
hypaethral There is no sign of a central shrine; the central deity,
whether that was Shiva or the Goddess, was apparently housed
in the niche, larger than the rest, opposite the entrance Three
squat images, of Brahmani, Maheshwari and Hingalaja



Marghazi 15, Pilava Year The Temples of 64 Yoginis

30th December 2021

The archeology historian Dehejia publishes and discusses yogini
images of the Chola period, around 900 AD, recovered from
northern Tamil Nadu.[ These include one now in the British Mu-
seum others in the Madras Museum, the Brooklyn Museum,

the Minneapolis Institute of Arts, the Detroit Institute of Arts,
and the Royal Ontario Museum. The British Museum yogini is as-

Gurg)aggg\)mgmmaaﬂeu e DR GEEL cribed to Kanchipuram; the collection site is not known, but
&) 60 6T60T )1 2463 L GLLIGHTLO 60T [ a1 67085 LT CLI M5 15 &) T many sculptures of the same style were recovered from a large
EJ%?MQML@@UMHM&&@@nw@gﬂm "tank" (artificial lake) at Kaveripakkam, seemingly derived from

6160651 85 6T G185 G6IT 5 TG 60T 0124 Tl ()65 nearby temples. The image formed part of a large set of yoginis.
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ETEVEUITBLOGLIMBSTETTEUITHS T GLIT[b S 6T6v0T 6001 185 Depicted above is the image of A 10th century Yogini
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Know your Yoginis

Vijaya: Sheis known in two forms, Vijaya Lakshmi,

one of the eight lakshmis who promises victory and Vi- l
jaya Durga a fierce form who fought Kalantakasura(the
destroyer)

Saranya: Saranya (SaranyQ) or Saraniya (also known as Saranya,
Sanjna, or Sangya) is the wife of Surya, twin of Trisiras and the god-
dess of clouds in Hindu mythology, and is sometimes associated with

Demeter, Greek goddess of agriculture, and Helen of Troy.

Mangala: Mangalore was named after the Hindu dei-
ty Mangaladevi, the presiding deity of the temple. According to local
legend, a princess from Malabar named Parimala or Premaladevi re-
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QuTuI 6L &ML ILITGeoT. founder of the Nath tradition. Having converted Parimaladevi to the
LOG00{18:8 5 U LD S MTeT S DUl Nath sect, Matsyendranath renamed her Mangaladevi.

QL WFA A WCT ML E G |6 MmLIENM
mnmmmmﬂwmmm@mmm@mmnm@mnm
g’;&nm”mwm%”m@uﬂwawum@m”m Rudra: Not strictly a female form, Rudra is a form of Shiva which is
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ent of the Puranic Shiva — the maker of all and the root of Purusha
(the male principle) and Prakriti (the female principle), adhering

to Samkhya philosophy
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Know your Yoginis

Driti: Otherwise ascribed to a male form the title Driti seem to
have originated from the Stuti of Devi Bhagavatam (V.22.25-

42), Devi, who is the Energy for the creation and destruction of the
universe, has been praised as having many names and as residing in
all in the form of shakti ('power and ener-

gy'), amrti (‘'memory'), dhrti ('steadfastness'), buddhi (‘intelligence’),
so on. Also the Goddess personifies perseverance.

Santi: Sri Shanti or Kanti or Lakshmi or Manada: Stands on a full
blown lotus. The yogini named after qualities like peace, lustre,
wealth, and honour is mounted on a lotus. A lotus represents our
journey towards spirituality

Siva: Parvati the spouse of Shiva enjoys the highest position in
the pantheon of 64 Yoginis. She is represented as Yogini Siva.

Ksama : One of the names attributed to Devi, as chanted by the
Vedas in their hymns, who were at the time incarnated in their per-
sonified forms. See the Devi-bhagavata-purana chapter 5.51-68,
called “the narrative of Hayagriva”.


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devi-Bhagavata_Purana
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Buddhi
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Know your Yoginis

Siddi : Goddess Siddhidatri is the 9th incarnation of Mother Durga,
worshipped on the 9th day of Navratri. Dhatri means “giver” and Sid-
dhi means “meditative ability”. Thus she is the Goddess of accomplish-
ment, who bestows perfection (siddhis) on her devotees

Tupti : Tapati is a goddess found in Hinduism. She is known also as the
goddess of the river Tapati and mother-goddess of the South (home of
the sun) where she brings heat to the earth. According to certain Hin-
du texts, Tapati was a daughter of Surya (the Sun god) by Chhaya, one
of the wives of Surya.

Uma: Wife of Shiva She was born a princess, daughter of Hi-
mavat, the personification of the Himalaya mountains, and
the apsara (angel), Mena, and grew up to become an ascetic,
demon-slayer, roles which morphed into those of Durga, the
ultimate demon slayer, and Kali the fierce protector.

Pusti : Pustl or Pustikala refers to one of the “eight ener-

gies” (Astakala) that surround the sacred seat Kamaripa, according to
the Srimatottara-tantra. She is also supposed to shine like million
moons.
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Know your Yoginis

Sri : Lakshmi also known as Shri is one of the princi-
pal goddesses in Hinduism. She is the goddess of wealth, for-
tune, power, beauty and prosperity

Rati : Rati is the Hindu goddess of love, carnal desire, lust,
passion and sexual pleasure. Usually described as the daughter
of Prajapati Daksha, Rati is the female counterpart, the chief
consort and the assistant of Kama (Kamadeva), the god of
love.

Tripta : Goddess Tripta being referred to in the Yogini pan-
theon stands for satisfaction and pragmatism to life

Kanti : Kanti (“beauty, loveliness”):—One of the twenty-four
emanations of Laksmi accompanying Narayana. This particu-
lar manifestation couples with his counterpart form called
Narayana and together they form the second celestial couple.
Laksmi represents a form of the Goddess (Dev1) as the wife of
Visnu, while Narayana represents the personification of his
creative energy, according to the Paficaratra literature.
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Yasa : In Shaktha tradition Yasa is considered to be highest form
as a form of healing and worship

Lakshmi : The consort of Vishu who stands for wealth and pros-
perity. Sheis one of the three pantheon of Hindu Goddesses.

Easwari : A popular form of Uma or Parvati the consort of Shiva
widely worshipped around the country. She is also known to be
fierce form of Shakthi. She is the female counterpart

of Ishwara, God of all Cosmic Energy.

UT&I020 L
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QFLILID2_ 6L WTLFIDev2 L WTLOFHDTIEHS Vriddi : One of the four companions of Goddess Lakshmi Riddhi,
QaulILIE&TH &G e eV mHIUN VT . . . ] ) i ) o

Q& 16\ 63T60T G LD 63T(LO 60Y 60 & O\ & 61161 T U1 &6 LD (H I Vriddhi, Samriddhi and Vibhuti, she is the personification of ex-
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The Temples of 4 Yoginis

Sakti : is known as "Adi Shakti" or "Adi Para Shakti" (i.e., Primordial In-
conceivable Energy). Shakti, also known as Parvati, Durga, or Kali, is
one of the most important goddesses of the Hindu pantheon

Jayavati : She is mentioned in Mahabharati epic but nothing much is
known otherwise about this Goddess form.

Brahmi : One of first eight mothers of the Yogni pantheon Brahmi or
Brahmani represents the unmanifested sound, logos, and she creates
the universe.

Jayanti: In Hindu culture, Jayanti, is the daughter of Indra, the king of
the devas and ruler of Heaven, and his consort Shachi. Jayanti is de-
scribed as the wife of Shukra, the god of the planet Venus and

the guru of the asuras. Their union results in the birth of a daugh-
ter, Devayani
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The Temples of 4 Yoginis

Aparajita: Goddess Aparajita is one among the numerous forms of God-
dess Durga. Aparajita means the unconquered. In this form, she is wor-
shipped on the Vijaya Dasami or Dasara day. People worship this form of
Durga for winning the battles of life. The form and attributes of Goddess
Aparajitha is mentioned in the Devi Purana and Chandi Patha.

Ajita : Ajita yogini is one of 64 yogini also she represent one of tantra
from 64 tantras. Yogini is considered having supernatural abilities

Manasi: Could be referring to Manasa Devi, the serpent goddess. Mansa Devi is
worshiped as a serpent deity. ... According to other legends, Mansa Goddess was born
with the idea of Kashyapa Rishi. According to Brahma Vaivarta Purana, he was a
Nagakanya who was a devotee of Lord Shiva and Krishna.

Khera : The Goddess Khera has exclusive temples in Uttar Pradesh and
Rajasthan, Haryana even though included as part of the 64 yoginis pan-
theon.
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Know your 64 Yoginis

‘ damaru, kapal patra, ghanta, veda scripts and
% khadg-kheta. She is also referred to as Banashan-
kari.

Diti : In Hinduism, she is the Mother of Asuras and supporter of Asuric
attributes. She is mother of both the Marutas and the Asuras (Daityas)
with the sage Kashyapa. A fierce Goddess worshipped in Tantric form.

Maya : A form of Lakshmi, also known as Illusion Maya also connotes that
which "is constantly changing and thus is spiritually unreal" (in opposition
to an unchanging Absolute, or Brahman), and therefore "conceals the true
character of spiritual reality" . In the Advaita Vedanta school of Hindu phi-
losophy, Maya is "the powerful force that creates the cosmic illusion that
the phenomenal world is real." In this non-dualist school, Maya is the
source of ignorance which causes the finite, empirical ego to be mistaken
for the infinite Self (Atman)

Mahamaya : Mahamaya. She is the goddess that destroys the upfold of
illusion. She is the one that creates and destroys maya. She is controlled
by Yogmaya and hence subordinate to Yogmaya and senior to Maya.
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Know your 64 Yoginis

Kriya : Kriya shakti is associated with Karma yoga, the yoga of good
works and service. This shakti is also related to the Hindu goddess,
Kali, the powerful goddess

Arundati: Arundhati) is the wife of the sage Vasishtha, one of the
seven sages (Saptarshi) who are identified with the Ursa Major. She
is identified with the morning star and also with the

star Alcor which forms a double star with Mizar (identified as Va-
sishtha Maharshi) in Ursa Major

Ghanta: In Hinduism, Chandraghanta is the third form of Goddess
Durga . Her name Chandra-Ghanta, means "one who has a half-
moon shaped like a bell. Her third eye is always opened and she is
always ready for war against demons".
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Sarpabhusaniroudra: Usually associated with Parvati, there are references
of this mystic goddess adorining snakes as ornaments in her most fear-
some form for annihilating evil.

Kalini : Hermit, Nyai Kalini is an avatara of Durga, the goddess associated
with annihilation of demons and evil. Also associated with Shakti.

i Mayuri: Maha Mayuri is associated with Parvati, Shiva’s consert,
LIM&TLD 24
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Know your 64 Yogmls

Mohani : She is the only female avatar of the Hindu God Vishnu. Mohini
is introduced into the Hindu mythology in the narrative epic of

the Mahabharata. Here, she appears as a form of Vishnu, acquires the pot
of Amrita (an elixir of immortality) from the thieving asuras (demons), and
gives it back to the devas (gods), helping them retain their immortality.

Railalasa : Mhalasa), also spelled as Mhalasa or Mahalasa is a Hindu god-
dess. She is venerated in two distinct traditions. As an independent god-

dess, she is considered as a form of Mohini, the female avatar of the god

Vishnu and is called Mhalsa Narayani.

Vimala : Vimala is a form of Shakthi in whose honour a temple exists
withi the Puri Jagannath Temple complex in Odisa. This temple is consid-
ered as one of he Sakthi peetas.

Gauri : Gauriis one of the names of goddess Parvati, the consort of Lord
Shiva . The Hindu goddess of fertility, love, beauty, bravery, harmony, mar-
riage, children, and devotion; as well as of divine strength and power.
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Know your 64 Yoginis

Kasiki : Maa Kaushiki (also sometimes referred to

as Ambika , Mahasaraswati or Chandika) is a Hindu Goddess, who is the
warrior and virgin shakti of Mahadevi who came out of sheath of Parvati.
She went on to kill the demon brothers Sumbha and Nisumbha and was
also the reason the Matrika comes into existence.

Mati: Gandhari, often referred to as the ‘model of female propriety’, also
considered an incarnation of Mati, the Goddess of Intelligence . Both in
Slavic and Sikh religion Mati is considered as a goddess of intellect.

Durga : Durga is an reincarnation of Parvati Durga) is a major dei-

ty in Hinduism. She is worshipped as a principal aspect of the mother god-
dess Devi and is one of the most popular and widely revered among Indi-
an divinities. She is associated with protection, strength, motherhood, de-
struction and wars.

Surupa: The sky goddess who brings rain is also considered to be su-
premely beautiful. She is not associated with any violence or vengeful kil-
liong.
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Know your 64 Yoginis

Sivarupini: Mother of universe is a version of Parvati or Lakshmi wor-
shipped by a section in whose name there are special propiating slokas
as part of Lalitha Sahasranamam.

Rupuka: The Saktha form of worship treats Goddess as a personification
of creator. Rupaka is often mentioned as kamarupaka or the God of de-
sire and progeny.

Ambika : Ambika is generally the name of Adi Shakti or Shakti or Durga,
consort of SadaShiva. She has eight arms, holding multiple weapons. She
is also known as Bhagavati or Chandi. In Jainism, Ambika or Ambika Devi is
the Yaksi "dedicated attendant deity" or Sasana Devi "protector goddess"
of the 22nd Tirthankara, Neminatha.

Carcika: A form of Chamunda the celestial celebate or bramacharini,
Charchika has a Temple dedicated to her which is considered to be one of
the oldest Shakti places in Odisha, India. It is located in a small town of
Banki of Cuttack district in Odisha.
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Know your 64 Yoginis

Surapujitha : The name is given to denote Goddess Saraswathi who is
the personification of universal knowledge and learning. She is personified
as a kind, docile and devot Devi unlike most of the imagery of fierceness
and combative nature associated with the feminine forms of Goddess in
mythology.

Vaivasvati : The Goddess is associated with River Yamuna and is also as-
sociated with the powerful Goddess Varahi who has an animal head.

Kaumari : She is the feminine aspect of Murguan, son of Shiva. She is also
known as Kumari, Kartiki, Kartikeyani and Ambika is the power of
Kartikeya, the god of war. Kaumari rides a peacock and has four or twelve
armes.

Maheswari : Goddess Maheshwari is one among the seven mother god-
desses or Sapta Matrikas. Goddess Maheshwari takes Her name from Lord
Shiva (Maheshwara)
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Know your 64 Yoginis!

Vaishnavi: Vaishanavi means Shakti (power) of Lord Vishnu-the sustainer
of universe. She is also known as Vishnumaya or Narayani. Essentially it
denotes the one who worships Vishnu.

Mahalakshmi : The consort of Vishnu Mahalakshmi is seated on the left
side of Mahavishnu. She also stands for prosperity and plenty.

Kartiki: Kartiki is the female version of Karthikeya the younger son of Shi-
va. Kaumari also known as Kumari, Kartiki, Kartikeyani and Ambika is the
power of Kartikeya, the god of war.

Kausiki : Maa Kaushiki is a Hindu Goddess, who is the warrior and virgin
shakti of Mahadevi who came out of sheath of Parvati. Kaushiki is a um-

brella term like Durga for various goddesses who appeared from the skin
shed by Devi Uma and slayed Sumbha and Nisumbha .
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Know your 64 Yoginis

Sivaduti: Goddess Shivadooti is a powerful manifestation of
the Mother Goddess Shakti. Shivadooti means, the one who has
Lord Shiva as her messenger. As per the Devi Mahatmyam, in the
battle against the demons Sumbha and Nisumbha, from God-
dess Kaushiki appeared a divine light which took the shape of
Goddess Shivadooti.

Siva Parvati: The yogini Goddess is a benevolent and auspi-
cious manifestation of the divine principle and Shiva’s partner.
Her name means “daughter of the mountains” because her fa-
ther was King of the Himalayas. She is also known as Sati or Uma

Chamunda: Chamunda also known as Chamundeshwari,
Chamundi or Charchika, is a fearsome form of Chandi, the Hindu
Divine Mother Parvati and is one of the seven Matrikas (mother
goddesses). ... She is identified with goddesses Parvati, Kali or
Durga.

Karnika : The goddess could mean Karnika devi associated
with Vishnu who is deified in the form of a 12 year old Manikar-
nika.

“HAPPY PONGAL”’


https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shakti
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Shiva
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Devi_Mahatmyam
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Sumbha_and_Nisumbha
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kaushiki

